
Getting Started with CACTUS 
for MROs and MSAs

CAPF110 – Communication Log

ICS205 – Communications Plan



New to CACTUS ?

• https://missions.azwg.org

• Getting Started with CACTUS: 
https://azcactus.azurewebsites.net/files/Getting%20Started%20With
%20CACTUS.pdf

https://missions.azwg.org/
https://azcactus.azurewebsites.net/files/Getting Started With CACTUS.pdf


Choose a Mission:



Connect to the Virtual Command Post zoom 
session:



ICS205 and CAPF110 are the most important 
tabs for MROs and assisting MSAs



ICS205 – COMM PLAN

Here is an example of an ICS205.  This shows 
which radio designators (channels) are in use 
and which Communication Base / Command 
Post is responsible for monitoring each.  Your 
supervisor (CUL) or mentor will give you your 
designator assignment and the call sign to 
use.

You might be assigned to monitor R56 to 
support Coyote Base.  Your callsign will be 
assigned but it might be “Coyote Base” or 
“Redrock Command” or “Cactus command”.  
Generally, during an AZWG mission, you do 
not use your personal CAP callsign.

The CUL or PSC will create or modify the 
ICS205



CAPF110



CAPF110

This section contains the 
messages that have 
already been entered 
into the CAPF110 
Communications Log by 
an MRO or MSA.

Mouse over the date 
field to see who entered 
this row.



CAPF110

The arrow points to 
the data entry section 
of the CAPF110.  
MROs and MSAs will
focus on this data
entry section.

Generally, you will
enter messages
received by radio from
aircraft, ground teams, 
UDF teams or sUAS 
teams that are in the 
field.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
COMMAND

Select the appropriate COMMAND to attach this radio message to. Generally, this will be 
your location.  However, with multiple Communication Bases supporting a Command Post, 
you may be briefed to set COMMAND to the mission command post.

This COMMAND will be saved, until you change it.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
DATE/TIME

DATE/TIME will refresh when this page refreshes.  You might need to edit the time to match the time when the 
message is received.  Generally, it is common to log radio messages on a paper form such as the CAPF105 for formal 
messages and the CAPF110 for a running log of messages.  If traffic is busy, it is not unusual to accumulate several 
messages on the paper CAPF110, before the MRO or MSA has a chance to enter the message into the CACTUS 
CAPF110.  All non-routine messages should be delivered to the appropriate staff as rapidly as possible.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
DESIGNATOR

DESIGNATOR is the communication channel that the message was received through.  This list has 
the most recently used designators and the designations specified in the ICS205.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
DESIGNATOR
Here is an example of a designators list.  Note 
the separator line, the options above this line 
have been used on other messages in this 
mission or designators specified in the 
ICS205.  You many also select other channels 
shown below the separator line.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
CALLSIGN

CALLSIGN:  This is the call sign of the aircraft or ground team that is involved in this message.  Only 
sorties that have been RELEASED or are IN-PROGRESS will show up in this list.  Callsign will include
sortie number. Make sure you select the correct sortie. If the aircrew/ground team did not report 
their sortie number, ask them.  It is important to associate the message with the correct sortie as
this will affect Mission Staff’s situational awareness. If the sortie is not in the list, type in the edit 
box to the right of the list.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
PRIORITY MESSAGES

Per CAPR100-3 1.10 defines message precedence.  Most messages are “routine” precedence, but some 
messages are non-routine and the Priority message types are in this list.  Using the correct message 
precedence as it affects message workflow and color coding.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
PRIORITY MESSAGES

Most messages are routine precedence.

This is the list of non-routine precedence 
message types.  Choose the best match for 
your message.

Generally, messages that report sortie 
location such as engine start, take off, in 
assigned area, Ops Normal, landed, etc are 
Routine Precedence and will not be in this 
list of Priority Messages.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
REMARKS

REMARKS: This is a free form extry field.  Type the message you received if it does not match the quick extry
fields.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
OPS NORMAL

Check the “Ops Normal” button when the sortie reports “Ops Normal”.  This triggers a workflow that
resets a “check in” time on this sortie in the ICS204.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
ATD

ATD is the time at which the sortie started engine.  Time is 4 digit 24 hour Zulu time.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
ETA

ETA is the estimated time to a specific destination.  Time is 4 digit 24 hour Zulu time.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
ATA

ATA is the actual time that the aircraft/vehicle arrived at their destination and turned of the engine.  This is the 
end of the sortie.  Time is 4 digit 24 hour Zulu time.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
ARV

ARV is the actual time that the aircraft/vehicle arrived at a waypoint or target location.  This is NOT the end of 
this sortie.  Time is 4 digit 24 hour Zulu time.



CAPF110 Data Entry Explained:
DEP

DEP is the actual time that the aircraft/vehicle departed a waypoint or target location.  This is NOT the end of 
this sortie.  Time is 4 digit 24 hour Zulu time.


